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Washington 

January 30-31,1962 serves as a seminal date in what would later become the “ opioid crisis” in the United 
States. On that particular Tuesday and Wednesday, the U.S. Senate voted to confirm John A. McCone as 


Director of the Central Intelligence Agency. At the same 
time, the Senate Judiciary Committee’s Antitrust and 
Monopoly Subcommittee heard testimony from the chairman 
of the board of the William Douglas McAdams Inc. company, 
one Dr. Arthur Sackler. Sackler purchased the McAdams 
pharmaceutical advertising agency in 1947 for the sole 
purpose of pushing the sales of his clients' pharmaceutical 
products. DRUG INDUSTRY 


Committee on the Judiciary: The Antitrust and Monop¬ 
oly Subcommittee began hearings on the provisions of 
S. 1552, Drug Industry Antitrust Act, which relate to 
advertising and promotion, having as its witness Dr. 
Arthur Sackler, chairman of the board, William Doug¬ 
las McAdams, Inc., New York. 

Hearings continue tomorrow. 


Record Vote and Quorum Call: One record vote and 
one quorum call were taken. Pages , 0 ri, i o»2 

Program for Wednesday: Senate met at n a.m. and 
adjourned at 6:06 p.m. until noon Wednesday, January 
31, when it will vote at i p.m. on the nomination of 
John A. McCone, to be Director of Central Intelligence, 
to be followed by action toward ratification of three 
^ rep orted treaties. 
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From 1949 to 
1954, Sackler 
was the 
director of 
research for 
the now- 
abandoned 

Creedmore Institute for Psychobiological Studies in Queens Village, Queens, New York. Sackler helped 
to renew the use of human subjects for devising pharmaceutical treatments for schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, 
and depression. The use of human “guinea pigs” in such research was banned by the United States during 
World War II -- a result of Nazi German and Japanese human experimentation -- but in the early 1950s it 
regained popularity among psychiatrists like Sackler and a new hire at the CIA, Dr. Sidney Gottlieb, the head 
of the chemical division of the agency’s Technical Services Staff. Gottlieb began subjecting nonconsensual 
human subjects to hallucinogenic drugs like LSD, THC (a derivative from marijuana), psilocybin, and 
morphine and he collaborated with such psychiatrists as Dr. Ewen Cameron of McGill University in Montreal 
and Dr. Harris Isbell of the National Institute of Mental Health in Lexington, Kentucky . Cameron relied on 
combinations of drugs and ECT (electro-convulsive therapy) for his human subjects. 


Creedmore’s Children’s Unit was involved in Gottlieb’s CIA mind control research. Sackler’s relationship with 
Creedmore may only be the tip of the iceberg in linking the relatively unfettered availability of OxyContin to the 
general public and the CIA's mind control efforts, which continue to exist to this day under various cover 
programs and carve-out contracts. 

Sackler, who never gave up his ownership of the McAdams ad agency, was instrumental in marketing particular 
prescription drugs to physicians. In 1959, the corporate fraud buster, Senator Estes Kefauver (D-TN), held 
hearings by his Subcommittee on Antitrust and Monopoly on how individuals like Sackler were capitalizing 
on the integrating drug discovery, production, drug marketing and advertising, and peer-reviewed medical 
publications to hype drugs that had not undergone adequate testing before sale to consumers. Kefauver 
objected to Sackler’s combination of advertising, including on television, and the marketing of his drugs to 
doctors. Sackler’s sales campaign would often involve providing doctors with trips to luxurious locations, fancy 
dinners, and sizable speaking honoraria. 

Senator Kefauver’s watershed Kefauver-Harris Drug Control Act of 1962, signed by President John F. 
Kennedy, required pharmaceutical firms to disclose to physicians any side effects of drugs, force firms to sell 
their patented drugs as generic products after a sunset interval, and be required to demonstrate that their 
products were effective and safe. The Food and Drug Administration was granted new powers to enforce the 
act. 


Although Kefauver was determined to regulate the pharmaceutical industry, his investigation of Sackler was 
stopped dead in its tracks in mid-1960. It is not known why Kefauver ceased his inquiries but George Hunter 
White, an Office of Strategic Services (OSS) and CIA operative - who worked for Gottlieb’s MK-ULTRA 
mind control/drug testing program and who ended up as Kefauver’s chief investigator in 1950 for the senator’s 
committee investigating organized crime - was personally fired by Kefauver in 1951 for leaking classified 
committee information. It was obvious that the CIA was not happy with Kefauver’s investigations and went as 
far as placing one of its agents in Kefauver’s committee. White was later linked to at least one suspicious 
murder when he slipped a fatal dose of LSD to 19-year old Barbara Crowley Smithe in 1953. Smithe was not 
the only victim of Gottlieb’s MK-ULTRA program. 

Kefauver did see his drug legislation enacted into law in 1962, but he would not live long enough to witness its 













total enactment. On August 8, 1963, Kefauver suffered a mild heart attack on the floor of the Senate. Kefauver 
was admitted to Bethesda Naval Hospital and on August 10, two days later, he died from an aortic aneurysm. 
Kefauver was 60. Some three months later, Kennedy’s body underwent a controversial autopsy at Bethesda. 
After President Kennedy’s death, it fell upon his brother, Senator Edward Kennedy, to aggressively pursue the 
CIA’s use of federally-funded medical institutions for mind-control and drug testing research. 

Sackler developed close relationships with Pfizer and Hoffmann-La Roche that saw Sackler’s own medical 
journal, “Medical Tribune,” publish positive review articles in the 1960s on drugs like Valium and Librium, 
both of which are prone to addiction and overdosing. Earlier, in 1952, Sackler arranged the financing that 
enabled his brothers, Mortimer and Raymond Sackler, to purchase the Purdue-Frederick Company, which 
manufactured MS-Contin, a morphine drug with time-release properties. The firm would later market Oxy 
Contin, a drug 1.5 times more powerful than morphine. The Sackler brothers relied on the same advertising 
and marketing techniques in pushing OxyContin that Arthur Sackler used in impressing upon doctors the 
benefits of Valium. 

Dr. Richard Sackler, the son of Raymond Sackler, eventually became the chairman and president of Purdue 
Pharma, which has recently declared Chapter 11 bankruptcy in a move to shield the firm’s financial assets 
from OxyContin lawsuits. Some of the company’s assets have been transferred to offshore bank accounts after 
the filing of some 2000 federal and state lawsuits stemming from a pandemic of OxyContin addiction-related 
deaths across the United States, many the result of over-prescription by doctors with the assistance of Purdue 
Pharma. New York Attorney General Letitia James has discovered that $1 billion in Purdue Pharma funds 
were wire transferred into private offshore accounts held by a member of the Sackler family. 

The Arthur Sackler name continues to dominate the art world. Sackler was a major art collector. In 1987, after 
Sackler’s death, his estate donated $4 million and 1,000 original pieces of art to the Smithsonian Institution in 
Washington, DC. There, the Arthur M. Sackler Gallery continues to bear his name. 

One under-reported facet of the opioid crisis is its roots in the CIA’s MK-ULTRA program that saw the libertine 
acquiescence of the CIA in the use, voluntary or involuntary, of dangerous addictive drugs. The same two days 
that Arthur Sackler was being grilled by Senator Kefauver, the full Senate was voting to confirm John McCone, 
the former chairman of the Atomic Energy Commission, as the director of a CIA where MK-ULTRA 
operations involving drugs was running a full steam. As AEC chairman, McCone oversaw the exposure of U.S. 
military personnel and civilians to dangerous levels of radiation from above ground U.S. nuclear weapons 
testing in Nevada and the Pacific Ocean. On a fateful two days in January 1962, the last things that were on 
the minds of the senators, with the possible exception of Senator Kefauver, was how American citizens were 
being used as guinea pigs then and would continue to be used some 57 years into the future. 
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